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were almost as enthusiastic over Japan's victory as if it had been
a victory for China! In the words of Sun Yat-sen, Japan's success
"has raised the standing of all Asiatic peoples".
The student quarter of Tokyo was now congested with eager and
patriotic Chinese, most of them quite young, and in their midst were
many exiles driven from China by the Manchus on account of
revolutionary or reforming activities.
Amongst these exiles was a man named Huang Hsing who led
an abortive rising in China while Sun was in America. Huang was
thirty years old and had been educated at a Chinese school where
the teaching was on western lines. With him was a fellow-student
named Sung Chiao-jen. Huang had some knowledge of military
matters and was a soldier by disposition while Sung was more con-
cerned with politics. Huang and Sung now joined with Sun Yat-sen.
Both were to play major parts in the revolutionary movement, giving
their lives to the cause.
A big meeting of Chinese students in Japan was held in Tokyo,
in September 1905, when Sun Yat-sen proposed the formation of a
new united party of all the revolutionary elements. Amidst great
enthusiasm the new party was named The Revolutionary Coven-
anters but, in .order to avoid unnecessary opposition from the
Japanese government, the word "revolutionary" was usually omitted
and the name shortened to Tung Meng Hui9 which means The
League of Sworn Brothers.
Sun was considerably older than the majority of the members
and completely dominated the league. He was elected president,
with Huang as vice-president. In this union were the seeds of dis-
cord and it has been said its organisation would have been unwork-
able but for the "overpowering personality" of Sun. The various
sections that made up the united society included The Progressive
Chinese Party and societies with influence in other provinces than
Kwangtung, All were united in a determination to overthrow the
Manchu dynasty, but some were intellectuals who dreamed of a
return to the Ming or an entirely new Chinese dynasty in which the
old-style scholar class would be predominant, Others derived their
support mainly from the uneducated masses with no clear convic-
tions beyond a discontent with their lot. Those already under the
influence of Sun aimed at solving the social security problem
embodied in the third of The Three Principles of the People, but
those who followed Huang aa<J Sung were concerned only with
political as distinct from social problems. One of the senior mem-